Kilmore Diocesan Assembly

October 20th, 2007 is the date that has been set for the Kilmore Diocesan Assembly. The process of preparation for this event has already begun in the parishes. The Pastoral Centre Team will provide support and direction for this process.

Diocesan Assembly:

Over the past ten years structures such as Parish and Deanery Pastoral Councils have been put in place in the diocese of Kilmore to facilitate the involvement of lay people in the pastoral life of the church and to provide help and support to priests in challenging times. It has of its nature been a slow and sometimes difficult process, a process of trial and error. However it is hoped that such pastoral development will, with the help of the Holy Spirit, provide a foundation for renewed energy and life in faith communities throughout the diocese. One of the most notable and energizing events during the past decade was the Diocesan Pastoral Congress held in October 2000. The opportunity it provided for interaction between priests, religious and laity paved the way for a five year Diocesan pastoral plan which has helped to keep the spirit of renewal and cooperation alive in our diocese.

Decision:

At the end of the Congress in 2000 there was a call for something similar to happen in the future to review progress and to look at new pastoral challenges and opportunities. Much has changed over the past seven years and there is a real need to reflect upon the major issues that face us today. With this in mind the Deanery Pastoral Councils decided in 2006 that a one day Diocesan Assembly should take place in 2007 and a date was set for the 20th of October.
Consultation:
A process of consultation with Pastoral Councils, priests and religious took place in the autumn of 2006 to find out what issues they felt needed to be addressed at the Assembly. The outcome of the consultation was pretty clear-cut with the issue of vocation, vocation to priesthood and religious life and the vocation of the laity, being of most concern. With this in mind the assembly steering committee decided to make this issue the focus of the agenda for the day. The theme of the assembly will be Vocations Now – Crisis as Grace? 

Facilitators:

Those present at the assembly will listen and respond to the contribution of different people living and working in the diocese regarding their vision for the future. Martin Kennedy will facilitate the day and Fr. Eamon Conway from the Mary Immaculate Institute in Limerick will be the key-note speaker. The day will end with Mass in the Cathedral at 7.30pm, which will be the only Mass in the diocese on that Saturday evening.

Parish Representatives:
Each parish will be represented at the Assembly by the priests and three Pastoral Council members. The Deanery Pastoral Councils will also be represented as will the religious orders in the diocese. 

Timetable: Kilmore Assembly 2007.
Theme: Vocations Now Crisis as Grace?

10.30 am Registration/Tea and Coffee.
11.00 am Opening:
· Welcome.
· Summary of progress from last Assembly.
· Summary of issues arising from consultation.
· Key question for this Assembly.
· Structure for Assembly day.
11.40 am Prayer based on key question.
11.50 am Panel of speakers. Personal responses on the question from 6 speakers who are representative of the people of Kilmore (5 minutes each max with 1 minute quiet time after each input).
12.30 pm Round table discussion on key question.
1.00 pm Feedback and open forum, gathering the key patterns in the responses.
1.40 pm Lunch Break.
3.15 pm Keynote Speaker Fr. Eamonn Conway, responding to patterns in open forum.
4.15 pm Response from floor.
5.00 pm Afternoon Tea.
5.45 pm Key directions for PPCs and DPC.
· Input from Bishop.
· Round table discussion.
· Open forum to gather key points.
· Summary of outcomes of day.
7.30pm Mass in Cathedral: the only evening Mass in the diocese on the 20th of October.
Prayer for the Success of the Diocesan Assembly

Lord God of all Creation,

Spark of love that burns within us;

Jesus Christ, Son of the Living God,

Light of our lives;

Holy Spirit of Fire,

Source of wisdom and understanding;

Walk with us and be our guide as we journey towards our Diocesan Assembly.

Inspire us to appreciate the richness of your gifts in our people.

Bless us with cooperative spirits and understanding hearts.

Enlighten our minds and grant us clarity of thought.

Enkindle in us a unity of purpose.

Energize us to be seekers of your truth.

May our efforts embrace, nurture, and empower all your people and bring new

life to the mission of your Church in the Diocese of Kilmore.

This we pray through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

