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Parish Web Sites

The content of parish web sites in Ireland can be categorized into three main areas, as follows:

1. Parish histories.

2. Parish directories containing information regarding dates and times of various religious services, contact information for clergy, schools etc. This is similar to the information provided on the parish calendar each year. These web sites may also contain some weekly parish bulletin information. 

3. Web sites containing directory information as well as some historical information about the particular parish.

There are about 300 Irish Catholic parish web sites listed on the World Wide Web. I don’t think there are any parish web sites in the diocese of Kilmore. There is of course the excellent diocesan web site, which is available at www.kilmorediocese.ie and a separate web site available for the Kilmore Diocesan Pastoral Centre www.kilmoredpc.ie. The parish of Kingscourt in the diocese of Meath is the only parish web site that I can see for the entire county of Cavan. There are none currently available in Co. Leitrim and the nearest parish web site to here is the very impressive web site belonging to the parish of Calry & St. Joseph’s in Sligo, and is available at www.stjosephsandcalry.ie 

The development and publishing of any web site is a three stage process, as follows:

1. Development and design.

2. Registering the domain name.

3. Hosting the web site.

There are separate costs associated with each stage. Companies specializing in the area may charge one set up fee, covering all three stages of development and implementation, as well as an annual or monthly maintenance contract fee. 

Development and Design:

The costs involved in the development and design of any web site will be primarily determined by the complexity of the design and the amount of time it takes to develop the site.

Registering the Domain Name:

There is an annual registration fee payable for the registration of a web site domain name. The most expensive registration fee is applicable to an Irish (.ie) domain name extension. I have compared prices of approximately one dozen Irish domain name registration, and web hosting service providers, and prices range from 29 Euro per annum for the cheapest to 73 Euro per annum for the dearest. 

Registration of Irish domain names is strictly controlled, and therefore it is necessary to provide proof of the bona fide of any individual or organization registering an Irish domain name.

Registration of a domain name with a .com, .org, .net, extension is much more straightforward and also much less expensive. Price comparisons of the service providers that I checked range from 6.95 Euro per annum for the cheapest, to 23 Euro per annum for the dearest.

Hosting the web site:

There are a range of prices and packages available from the service providers that I checked, regarding web site hosting. The size and complexity of the particular web site may also be a factor in determining the cost. Average prices range from 20 Euro per annum for the cheapest to 400 Euro per annum for the dearest.

One such company that specializes in the area of the setting up and maintenance of parish web sites in Ireland is Get Online, www.getonline.ie. This company is linked to the excellent Catholic Ireland web site, www.catholicireland.net. The initial set up cost is 1,500 Euro, with a yearly maintenance fee of 700 Euro, paid in monthly installments.

For the initial set up fee of 1,500 Euro, you get the following:

1. An Irish domain name e.g. www.drumleaseparish.ie. 

2. Up to ten separate email addresses.

3. Web site design to include parish directory information such as Mass times, contact details for priests etc., links to other relevant web sites, parish bulletin details that must be uploaded to the web site locally on an ongoing basis, photographs and other graphics.

4. Web site set up and installation.

The ongoing cost is 58 Euro per month. This gives you:

1. News streaming.

2. Today’s Mass readings in English and Irish.

3. Next Sunday’s Mass readings in English and Irish.

4.  “Thought for Today” every day.

5. Email anti spam and anti virus scanning.

6. Website hosting with www.catholicireland.net. 

7. Linking to parish website from www.catholicireland.net.

Emigrants:

By entering a place name keyword like Dromahair to an Internet Search Engine, such as www.google.ie or www.yahoo.com, you can retrieve information about your local area from relevant web sites. This is a useful way for our emigrants in particular to keep up to date with news and events from their home area.

The approximate number of web sites, published on the World Wide Web, that contain information about the three church areas is outlined in the table below: 

	Place Name
	No. Of Web Sites

	Dromahair
	1,000

	Drumlease
	172

	Killargue
	188

	Newtown Manor
	72


	Useful Web Sites

	Category
	Web Address
	Content

	Roman Catholic:
	http://www.kilmorediocese.ie/
	Diocesan information.

	
	http://www.kilmoredpc.ie/
	Diocesan Pastoral Centre events calendar and information.

	
	http://www.sacredspace.ie/
	Prayer and reflection.

	
	http://www.catholicireland.net/
	Information.

	
	http://www.veritas.ie/
	On line shopping for religious books etc.

	
	http://www.knock-shrine.ie/
	Shrine information and online religious bookshop.

	
	http://www.knockmarriagebureau.ie/
	Marriage introduction information.

	General:
	http://www.leitrimtoday.net/
	News and information from the Leitrim Observer newspaper and more.

	
	http://www.oceanfm.ie/
	News and information from the North West region. Live web cast.

	
	http://www.leitrimcoco.ie/
	Official web site of Leitrim County Council.

	
	http://homepage.eircom.net/~leitrimgenealogy/
	Official web site of Leitrim Genealogy Centre, Ballinamore.

	
	http://www.leitrim.ie/
	Official Leitrim web site.
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